LETTERS OF SRI AUROBINDO
He is not carefully restrained and succinct in his
language like Dante, but there is a certain royal
measure even in his boldness of colour and image
which has in it the strength of tapasya and cannot be
called uchchwas. I suppose in Bengali this term is
used a little indiscriminately for things that are not
quite the same in spirit. If mere use of bold image
and fullness of expression, epithet, colour, splendour
of phrase is uchchwas, apart from the manner of their
use, I would say that austerity and uchchwas of a cer-
tain kind are perfectly compatible. At any rate
two-thirds of the poetry hitherto recognised as the
best in different literatures comes of a combination
of these two elements. If I find time I shall one day
try to explain this point with texts to support it.
I don't know the Bengali for austerity. Gambhirya
and other kindred things are or can be elements of
austerity, but are not austerity itself. Anuchchwas
is not accurate; one can be free from uchchwas without
being austere. The soul of austerity in poetry as in
Yoga is atmasamyamay all the rest is variable, the
outward quality of the austerity itself may be
variable.
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